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The heart of domesticity 
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A paralympic performance 


Provost & Vice-President 
Academic David Graham 
invites the Concordia community 
to an open meeting to discuss 
the academic sector’s 
recent accomplishments, 
challenges and prospects. 


March 29, 12 to 1 p.m. 
| in room H-110_ 
(Henry F. Hail Building) 
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ing director of the Office of Research, Carole Brabant; President Judith Woodsworth; Director Facilities planning and development, Martine 
Lehoux; Vice-President Research and Graduate Studies Louise Dandurand; Vice-President Services Michael Di Grappa; Arts and Science 
Associate Dean, Academic Programs, Joanne Locke and Arts and Science Dean Brian Lewis gathered for the groundbreaking of the new 
building for the Centre for Structural and Functional Genomics being constructed on the Loyola Campus with close to $30 million 


allocated by the Knowledge Infrastructure Program. 


5 days and 5 nights 


Students camp out with celebrity guests 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


The dedicated bunch hit the pavement 
prepared for cold, wet concrete. Nobody 
warned them about the snoring. 

Justin Trudeau, member of parliament 
for the Papineau riding, spent Sunday 
night on the sidewalk outside the GM 
Building with more than a dozen other 
participants in the 5 Days for the 
Homeless. No earplugs were provided. 

“It's not going to be particularly com- 
fortable tonight... but this isnt about the 
stunt of it for me, Trudeau said. He 
hopes his presence can bring more atten- 
tion to the cause. “One of the big chal- 
lenges in cities like-this is that we dont 
see homeless people anymore. Theyre 
invisible to us.’ 

Starting in 2008, students from the 
John Molson School of Business have 
joined other business schools across the 
country for the campaign. Students, fac- 
ulty, alumni and staff from across the 
university are welcome to join them. 

Concordia raised over $74 000 in the 


past two years for Dans La Rue, which 
works with street kids and at-risk youth. 
This year, they have teamed up with HEC 
and are going for $35 000. 

Starting on March 14, a new crop of 
students and some veterans have pledged 
to remain on campus for five days with 
only a sleeping bag, a pillow, and the 
clothes on their backs. Though co-chair 
Josh Redler finished his classes in 2007, 
hes back again this year for more. 

As part of the deal, participants must 
rely on donations of food and are 
required to attend classes. No shower- 
ing, no texting (except to promote the 
event) and no spending money. 


Overheard outside the GM Building 


“This morning in the shower, 
I was thinking, ‘what have 
I gotten myself into?” 


‘This banana tastes like happiness.” 


“My parents first told me I was crazy. 
Now theyre proud. 


Sunday, March 14, 7:55 p.m. 
“Welcome to my bedroom for the night,’ 
co-chair Kristina Partsinevelos calls out to 
post-parade St-Patrick’s Day revelers who 
hurry along De Maisonneuve toward the 
metro. “Every penny counts, do you havea 
quarter?” 

The rain has changed to hail. Almost 
20 students from HEC and Concordia 
are canvassing passersby for spare 
change. The HEC contingent plan to 
walk up to their campus to sleep there. 
10:30 p.m. 

Celebrity guests Aaron Rand and 
Murray Sherriffs from FM 92.5 the Q are 
huddling under a blue tarp. They had 
no choice but to hit the hay early; their 
morning show starts at 5:30 a.m. 

11:15 p.m. 

Arts and science student Menara~ 
Simeone crouches by the wall, resting 
her legs. The fundraiser takes on a spe- 
cial significance for her. She found her- 
self living hand-to-mouth for two and a 


half years. 
CONTINUED ON P. 2 
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Co gioois a grad showcase 


Sichntn | HERLAND- 
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Being host to Congress, the largest annual 


Canadian gathering of humanities and 
social science scholars, is a chance for 
Concordians to participate in a showcase 
of our research expertise and facilities. It 
also allows us to provide access to a pres- 
tigious audience for our young 
researchers. __ 

That is doubly true for Cristina Iovita, 
whose relationship to audiences has pri- 
marily been established during her quar- 
ter-century career as a director and play- 
wright first in her native Romania, and 
here in Canada for the last 14 years. 

lovita is in her first year in the PhD in 
Humanities program. “I have never been 
in a Humanities Congress let alone given a 
scholarly talk in front of an all-scholars 
audience; Iovita wrote in an email inter- 
view about the impending experience. 
“But I have been on stage long enough to 
know that an interesting performance 


opens as many new DerePecuyes a. asanew — 


theory.’ 

Like lovita, many y graduate students will 
find themselves giving their first academ- 
ic presentation in the big leagues. 


“I recall the first conference I attended, = 


it was a sociology conference at McGill 
when I was doing my master’s research; 
said VP Research and Graduate Studies 
Louise Dandurand. “I left very impressed 
by the whole experience. This is a wonder- 
ful opportunity for Concordia students” 


lovita’s working on a project that | 


bridges research-creation with the early 
stages of a three-year multimedia project 
based on the romantic drama Witchcraft, 
written by Joanna Baillie in 1836. 
“Witchcraft is an interdisciplinary proj- 
ect (literature, theatre, film, video and 


Assistant professor Nathalie Dumont taught 
at Université Laval for five years before join- 
ing the Department of Design and Compu- 
tation Arts. 
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| computer generated arts) with an ulti- ; 


mate pedagogical goal: the creation of an 
interactive site dedicated to students of 
dramatic literature who are not involved 
with the theatre program. 

The piece will be performed and dis- 
cussed under the auspices of Canadian 


Association for Theatre Research, the 


Society for Digital Humanities, Hexagram- 
Concordia and matralab. 

This project is part of Iovitas ine dis- 
sertation work, under the supervision of 
Patrick Leroux, who is principal investiga- 
tor for the FQRSC-funded project. As 
founder and artistic director of le Thédire 
de I'Utopie in Montreal, in addition to her 
previous experience in Romania, she has — 
developed her own method for helping 
actors prepare for their roles and perform. 
It is this innovation that serves as the 


_ basis for her PhD project. 


“Concordia looked like the ideal setup 
for combining artistic and ‘pure’ theoreti- 


~_ cal research, so here] am’ 


And Congress is the ideal opportunity 


because “there is so little connection 
between the practitioners and the theo- 
rists in my field’ She is keen for input from 


both sides on her current project. 

“I am quite looking forward to this 
event that closes my very first year with 
the Humanities Doctoral Program at 
Concordia in such a thrilling manner: 

lovita is one of three directors involved 
in Witchcraft, a project that includes input 
from a number of graduate and under- 
graduate students. : 

_ “We have a number of fealty members 
involved in Congress, said Dandurand. 

“they are definitely aware of Concordias 
initiatives: 

Witchcraft will be Saab in. the 
Hexagram Black Box on May 31 and June 1. 


5 days and 5 nights 
Students camp out with celebrity guests 





Kim McAllister, Chris Perron and Michelle Racine are among those sepia outside the 
GM Building to raise funds for Dans La Rue. 


CONTIVED FROM P. | 

At one point, she was nearly homeless. 
“Some good people helped me avoid it, 
that’s why I’m here, Simeone says. 
“Sleeping under a tarp is no problem for 
me. But it’s hard asking people for 
money. 

Sleeping bags are distributed and the 
students stake out positions under tarps 
duct-taped to the wall. The rain has died 
down but the wind is picking up. Time to 
settle in for the night. Trudeau positions 
himself right in the middle of the unsus- 
pecting students. 

6:45 a.m. 

“There a sense of camaraderie with the 
bodies around you, the MP says before 
ducking out for a quick shower before 
driving to Ottawa for a session at the 
House of Commons which starts at 11. He 


The new face of typography 


Recently-arrived prof Nathalie Dumont is creating a new font 


Many typeface designers find inspiration 
in artifacts around them - a few letters 
on a building or an old sign. Others 


remake existing fonts, in the same way 


that filmmakers re-create classics. 

Nathalie Dumont, who joined 
Concordia as assistant professor in 
design and computation arts in 
September, is starting from scratch. 

“I’m not too fond of revivals that are 
very loyal to the original font. I’m work- 
ing from a theoretical standpoint,’ she 
says. 

As part of her PhD in studies and prac- 


tices of arts at Université du Québec a 


Montréal, she is designing a new type- 
face. 

Her goal is to create a very legible type- 
face suitable for continuous reading, 
which emphasizes horizontal move- 
ment, making it easier for your eye to fol- 
low lines of text. A display typeface, on 


| 


the other hand, is designed to attract 
attention. 

Less experienced designers often start 
sketching their initial ideas by hand. 
Dumont starts with lower case letters a 
and e, which she admits to being slightly 
obsessed with, since you can easily add 
personality to them. Next, she moves on 
to letters with ascenders and descenders 
like b, d, p, and q, plus letters with arch- 
es like n and h to define the font’s treat- 
ment of straight lines and curves. 

“The letters ~can't just be beautiful, 
they have to work as a group, she says. 

Born in Montreal, Dumont grew up in 
several small towns in Quebec and spent 
time in Guinea in western Africa. She 
completed her BFA in graphic communi- 
cation at the Université Laval before 
moving to England for her master’s in 
typeface design at the University of 
Reading. 


appears well-rested. 

JMSB staff members Mona Senecal and 
Murielle Salari roll up to the group with a 
trolley of homemade banana bread, 
scones, fruit, coffee and yogurt. 

“I'm your worst nightmare, Senecal calls 
out, tugging on sleeping bags and handing 
out steaming hot hand towels. “Time to 
wake up!” 

International business student Laura 
Schnurr spent the night sandwiched 
between this author and Trudeau. When 
asked how the night went, she says, 
“Pretty good. Justin snores.’ 

Note to self, bring earplugs. 

For more about the 5 Days for the 
Homeless, visit 5days.ca/montreal. The 
event wraps up Friday at 5 p.m. 

Visit cjournal.concordia.ca for more 
photos and video. 





She taught the basis of typography and 
typographic design at Université Laval 
for five years and was a visiting lecturer 
at the Ecole Inuit Lab in Paris. 

Here in the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
Dumont is teaching Words in Space and 
Print: Meaning & Process and organizing 
a winter lecture series featuring profes- 
sors, practitioners and design agencies. 

“I was curious about Concordia, she 
says. It seemed like the perfect match for 
her experience abroad and solid network 
in Quebec. As for her initial impression 
of the university, she said, “It's huge. It’s 
really a city within a city, with so many 
opportunities for collaboration.” 

All are welcome to attend the final 
event in the speaker series featuring Erik 
Adigard, founder of the design studio M- 
A-D, on March 24 from 4 to 6 p.m. in EV 
6.720. For more information, see 
design.concordia.ca. 
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The performance 


of everyday life 


KAREN HERLAND 


With the publication of his 
book Entangled: Technology 
and the Transformation of 
Performance, Chris Salter is 
finally able to present an idea 
that has been germinating a 
long time. 

The beautiful volume, 
launched in a discussion at the 
Centre for Interdisciplinary 
Studies in Society and Culture 
on March 17 and published by 
MIT press, poses the question 
“How can we understand the 
construction of artistic 
processes and events in which 
the human may no longer be 
the sole locus of enactment but 
performs in tandem with other 
kinds of beings: a tangle of cir- 
cuits, an array of sensors...?” 

For Salter, the relationship 
between the real and virtual or 
local and networked is neither 
new nor so reductively binary. 
With a background in philoso- 
pir. performance and comput- 
ez sound. he leads his readers 
through a discussion of how 
available technology (be it 
lighting, set construction or 
new media) has always shaped 
the practice of performance. 

Entangled: Technology and the 
Transformation of Performance 
traces the various (and not nec- 
essarily linear) forms that that 
interactive/interdependent 
relationship has taken accord- 
ing to different disciplinary or 
technological frames and how 
the notion of performance itself 
has recently expanded. 

“The title of the book says 
everything, said the design 
and computation arts profes- 
sor. “Humans, things, and mat- 
ter are not fixed but always in a 
process of change and becom- 
ing, Salter writes. The five-year 
project was a response to what 
he perceived as an increased 
interest in understanding 
time-based interactions 
between individuals and the 
technology in everything from 
architecture to economics. 
“We've been talking about the 
same thing in different ways.” 

The book digs deep into this 
relationship and considers our 
changing notion of perform- 
ance as the “tension between 
acting and observing, said 
Salter. “That tension plays 
across all sorts of fields, for 


Design and Computation Arts professor Chris Salter’s installation just 





ag, oy 


Noticeable Difference offers an immersive sensory experience. 


instance, in the relationship 
between object and subject in 
sociology and anthropology. 
Entangled acknowledges 
broader notions of perform- 
ance and performativity pre- 
sented within those fields by 
theorists like Erving Goffman 
and Judith Butler, but expands 
on the transformative role of 
technology in the interactions 
between people and objects or 
audience and actor. 
“Performance as practice, 
method, and world view is 
becoming one of the major 
paradigms of the twenty-first 
century, not only in the arts but 
also the sciences, he writes in 
his book's introduction. . 
Salter continues to address 
the implications of this line of 
research in other areas. 
Through L’Institut de recherche 
en histoire de larchitecture, an 
interuniversity collaboration 
between Concordia, McGill, 
UdeM and the Centre for 
Canadian Architecture, Salter 
established a year-long project 
called The Ephemeral City. 
The project investigates the 
temporal and performative in 
built urban environments 
through a monthly series of 
panel discussions. “I wanted to 
demonstrate how were entan- 
gled in each other's practices,’ 


he said of the program intend- 
ed to bring another audience 
into the CCA. 

The full schedule for the proj- 
ect is here www.irhanet.org/ 
ephemeralcity/ and while most 
events are at the CCA, Salter has 
invited sonic performance 
artists O+A (Bruce Odland (New 
York) and Sam Auinger (Berlin)) 
to the EV Building on April 7. 
The project will end next fall 
with a symposium of student 
works. 

Salter was in New York earli- 
er this month for the opening 
of Just Noticeable Difference 
(IND) at the Curtis R. Priem 
Experimental Media and 
Performing Arts Centre in Troy, 
NY. JND consists of an individ- 
ually experienced closed envi- 
ronment in which _ subtle 
changes in sound, light and 
vibrations are experienced for 
15-minute periods allowing the 
participant to reflect on the 
threshold of perception and 
experience. Salter sees the 
work as a meditation on the 
limits between the psychologi- 
cal and the physical. 

“It’s important to knit schol- 
arly, technological and artistic 
work, Salter said of the project 
which completes a SSHRC 
grant. 


ACCOLADES 


Congratulations to Department of Religion Professor Norman 
Ravvin, named as one of seven prominent Canadian academics to 
conduct original research for the National Holocaust Task Force, a cen- 
tralized body operating under the auspices of the League for Human 
Rights of Bnai Brith Canada. 
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President Judith Woodsworth was among the women honoured at a 
special luncheon held by the Desjardins Group on March 8 for 
International Women’s Day. They were selected from various sectors of 
activity for both their professional and social contribution to society. 
An etched crystal globe was presented to Woodsworth by Monique F. 
Leroux, Chair of the Board, President and Chief Executive Officer of 
Desjardins Group. 


“Gyo 


Photographer and professor emeritus 
Gabor Szilasi is among the eight 
winners of the 2010 Governor 
General's Awards in Visual and Media 
Arts, announced by the Canada 
Council for the Arts at the 
Cinémathéque québécoise in 
Montreal, March 10. Szilasi taught at 
Concordia from 1979 to 1995. 
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Department of Communication Studies Professor Lorna Roth has 
returned from the Netherlands where she presented the Gerard Reteig 
Annual Lecture at the National Multicultural Television Network's 25th 
Jubilee celebration event. She delivered her lecture, “Face Value, Skin 
Colour, and Intelligent Technologies” which focused on the recognition 
of skin colours within image technologies, and their bias towards pri- 
marily recognizing Caucasian skin tones. Following her talk, she was 
interviewed by Netherlands TV magazine and De Spreekbuis. 


N@vo 


Congratulations to the JMSB team who brought home first place from 
the TD Financial Securities Case Competition, March 5 and 6 in 
Ottawa. The team was comprised of undergrads Jason Coviensky, 
Zhuo Ling and Andrei Sabau and their coaches Reena 
Atanasiadis, Christian Bonneau, Thomas Horvath and Amr 
Ezzat. 


As well, congrats to four students in the Graduate Diploma in 
Chartered Accountancy Program for winning bursaries from 
Fondation des comptables agréés du Québec. Chosen as the programs 
top students, Tedi Clair-Bookalam, Jillian Hodgson, Tatiana 
Averbuch and Alissa Weinstein each received a $1 500 award at a 
ceremony March 12 at the Montefiore Club. 


™~o@o 


On the occasion of her upcoming retirement from Concordia 
University, Director of the Office of the President Sandra Spina was 
honoured at a special reception of the Canadian Council for the 
Advancement of Education (CCAE) held recently at Fairmont the 
Queen Elizabeth. 


CCAE is the professional association for educational advancement pro- 
fessionals representing more than 140 educational institutions Canada- 
wide. Spina is past President of CCAE and has been very active on the 
board for many years, including co-chairing the 2001 CCAE national 
conference held in Montreal. Among the speakers at the event were 
Concordia President Judith Woodsworth, as well as colleagues and 
friends from across the country. 


“Qo 


MFA student and cinema lecturer. Steven Woloshen received a Quebec 
Jutra award nomination for his short film Playtime. This is Woloshen's 
third Jutra nomination in the category of best animation. 


“™~Qvo 


Gabriel Bran Lopez (BA 08) was given the Emerging Leader award at 
the 23rd Annual Testimonial Awards by The Public Policy Forum, an 
independent not-for-profit organization dedicated to improving the 
quality of government in Canada through promoting dialogue among 
the public, private and voluntary sectors. 
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INMEMORIAM 
Hugh Anderson, 1935 — 2010 


It is with regret the Journal 
announces the passing of finan- 
cial journalism instructor and 
seasoned financial columnist 
and editor Hugh Anderson. 

The veteran finance and eco- 
nomics writer and editor was 
known for his no-nonsense style. 
After the passing of his second 
wife Ena Lazarus (S BA 69) in 
2006, he passionately shared his 
lengthy journey through her ill- 
ness, his grief and his recovery 
with readers of the Gazette in his 
Together & Apart column. His 
words, both in print and as grief 
facilitator at the Jewish General 
Hospital, helped others, through 
their grief of loss and bereave- 
ment. He also wrote the Seniors 


column in the Gazette. 

Anderson was also known by 
those close to him for his sense 
of humour and love of a good 
debate. He will be sorely missed 
by friends, family and col- 
leagues alike. 

He leaves to mourn his son 
Colin and daughter Sarah, as well 
as his first wife, Freda Hammond. 

A funeral was held March 7 at 
the Mount Royal Funeral 
Complex. Donations in his mem- 
ory may be made to Ena Lazarus 
Memorial Fund at the St. Mary's 
Hospital Foundation: dona- 


tions.stmaryshospitalfoundation.c 
a. Condolences may be posted to 
a guest book online until April 4: 
tinyurl.com/HughAnderson. 


Jack Goldner, 1920 — 2010 


The Concordia community 
deeply mourns the passing of 
longtime professor and counsel- 
lor Jack Goldner on Feb. 27. 

He is known to have left an 
indelible mark on first-year stu- 
dents at Sir George Williams 
University as evidenced by the 
heartfelt comments posted 
online from across the country. 
One former student feels Goldner 
embodied the Sir George spirit of 
intellect, humour and caring that 
created a welcoming environ- 
ment in which to foster high- 
quality academics. 

He leaves to mourn his 
beloved wife of 61 years, Leona 
(née Lazarus), and his children 
and their spouses — Emily and 
Saul Markowicz, Lois Goldner, 


Audrey and Gordon Sauve, Eric 
Goldner and Edith Simard — 
brother Moe, late brother Harry 
as well as five grandchildren. 

He will be fondly remem- 
bered for his sense of humour, 
kindness and his devotion to 
his family, who gratefully 
acknowledge the wonderful 
care given by the medical staff 
at the Montreal General 
Hospital, 13 East. 

A funeral service was held 
March 2 and he was buried at 
Memorial Park Cemetery. 
Donations in his memory may be 
made to the Montreal General 
Hospital Foundation (attn: 13 
East), 514-934-8230. A guest book 
is available online until March 31: 
tiny.cc/JackGoldner. 





MIGS hosts filmmaker 





Frank Chalk (ieft), History profes- 
sor and Director of the Montreal 
Institute for Genocide and 
Human Rights Studies (MIGS) 
welcomed documentary filmmak- 
er Peter Raymont (right) to a 
MIGS workshop held on March 
12. Raymont’s latest film, Making 
A Promise to the Dead: The Exile 
Journey of Ariel Dorfman explores 
Chile under Allende and Pinochet 
and the impact of exile over sev- 


eral generations on Dorfman and 


his family. Raymont’s previous 
films include Shake Hands With 
the Devil: The Journey of Roméo 
Dallaire, which won him an Emmy 
Award for Best Documentary in 
2007, Bhopal: The Search for 
Justice and Triage: The Dilemma 
of Dr. James Orbinski. Raymont’s 
Gemini Award-winning CBC-TV 
drama series, The Border, is 
entering its third season. 


Concordia and FIFA 
partner up for screenings 


International Festival of Films on Art now on campus 


Building on the success of 
numerous organizations that 
hold screenings at Concordia, 
such as the Fantasia Inter- 
national Film Festival and the 
Montreal Human Rights Film 
Festival, the university is part- 
nering as of this year with the 
International Festival of Films 
on Art (FIFA). 

The J.A. De Séve Cinema will 
be FIFA’s newest venue when it 
opens on March 19, joining 
Place des Arts, the Montreal 
Museum of Fine Arts, the 
Musée d'art contemporain de 
Montréal and the Cinéma- 
théque québécoise, among 
others. 


“Theres an 
irrefutable link 
between the history of 
FIFA and Concordia 
that has not been ade- 
quately recognized 
until now” 


“This alliance is testimony 
to our institution's commit- 
ment to the artistic commu- 
nity,’ said President Judith 
Woodsworth. “This comes 
through our support of artistic 
creation and our engagement 
in activities that heighten pub- 
lic awareness and apprecia- 
tion of arts and culture.’ 

“There's an irrefutable link 
between the history of FIFA 
and Concordia that has not 
been adequately recognized 
until now, said Clarence 
Epstein, Director of Special 
Projects and Cultural Affairs 
in the Office of the President, 
noting that works’ by 
Concordia faculty and alumni 
have been featured in FIFAs 
programming regularly since 
its inception almost three 
decades ago. 

Concordia grad _ Philip 
Szporer produces award-win- 
ning dance-videos, documen- 
taries and experimental films 
with Marlene Millar. He also 
teaches part-time in the 
Department of Contemporary 
Dance. An image from their 
film, Quarantaine, is being 
splashed all over the place on 
FIFA’s poster, catalogue and 
printed materials. 





INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 
OF FILMS ON ART 





FIFA volunteer Dominique Paquette (right) distributes information about 
the festival’s programming in the basement of the EV Complex. 


- Quarantaine is “a journey 
into the heart of the masculine 
identity” accompanied by 
acclaimed dancers Marc 
Béland, Marc Daigle, Benoit 
Lachambre and Ken Roy. 
Catch a clip of it in the trailer 
on the FIFA homepage, 
www.artfifa.com. 

Epstein is hoping that the 
partnership will also include a 
more education-based compo- 
nent in future years. 

“This is a pilot year of devel- 
opment with the understand- 


. ing that there are many poten- 


tial avenues for collaboration, 
he said. 

FIFA is a ten-day competi- 
tive festival running until 
March 29. As part of the part- 
nership, Concordia students 
will receive a 15% discount on 
tickets for films screened at 
the J.A. De Seve Cinema. 
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While Concordia’s Simone de Beauvoir Institute remains one of the countrys oldest centres 
for feminist and gender studies the issues are being addressed across the university. 


Creating the canon 


KAREN HERLAND 





When Arsenal Pulp Press launched the first three titles of 
a planned 21-volume series on queer films, Matt Hays 
understood just how far the study of sexuality and cul- 
ture had come. 

As a student in 1990, Hays registered for Sexual 
Orientation and Representation taught by Tom Waugh 
and Robert K. Martin, an experience he describes as 
‘intense’. 

“I remember at the time that a philosophy professor 
wrote a letter of protest, suggesting that a course that 
examined homosexuality in culture should not be 
allowed to be taught at Concordia, or anywhere for that 
matter. 

Flash forward two decades and Hays now works 
alongside his former professor as a part-time instructor 
at the Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema. The pair are 
co-editing the Queer Film Classics series. Waugh holds 
the Concordia Research Chair in Documentary Film and 
in Sexual Representation and has been instrumental in 
developing the university's cross—disciplinary minor in 
sexuality studies. Hays says Waugh has become a men- 
tor and friend. 

The series looks at titles spanning 1950 to 2005, each 
volume focusing on a different influential film and plac- 
ing it within its social and historical context. “I think it's 
difficult for some younger people to imagine just how 
much resistance there was to the idea of queer liberation? said Hays. 

The two developed the idea based on a series of accessible, yet scholarly volumes 
published through the British Film Institute that include perspectives as diverse as 
Salman Rushdie’s take on The Wizard of Oz and Camille Paglia’s musings on The Birds. 

They opened up the call for submissions on numerous academic, film and queer 
listserves. “We got a number of fascinating and worthwhile ideas. The writers them- 
selves suggested the titles, and then made passionate arguments for why their films 
warranted an entire book,’ said Hays. 

Waugh and Hays whittled the proposals down to a manageable number, taking 
gender, race and geographic diversity into account, including a variety of sexual 








orientations as well as a strong Canadian presence. They also made a deliberate 
attempt not to over-represent box office blockbusters. “We did get a Brokeback 
Mountain proposal but we felt that that film, as beautiful and important as it is, has 
been granted a great deal of space and thought. We liked the idea of drawing atten- 
tion to films that haven't necessarily been given their due.’ 

The final list spanning eight countries and ranging from gritty documentaries to 
glittery musicals (because, really, could this happen without at least one glittery 
musical?) will easily provide something for everyone with a passing interest in queer 
theory, film theory and popular culture. It’s already gained the attention of the Village 
Voice’ columnist Michael Musto, who wrote about his appreciation for the series ear- 
lier this year. 

Hays could see enough material to warrant adding more films to the series down 
the line, but acknowledges they have their hands full with the current pace of three 





These images grace covers of the first three volumes in the Arsenal Pulp Press series and 
are from Gods and Monters, Trash, and Law of Desire (from top to bottom). books a year. 
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Challenging narrow gender norms 


New education professor addresses the gendered aspect of school bullying 


KAREN HERLAND 


Recently, a Mississippi high school opted to cancel 
prom rather than let 18-year-old Constance 
McMillen bring her girlfriend to the event. 

McMillen is being blamed for ruining the students’ 
senior year and has been forced to come out on 
national television, albeit with the strong support of 
her family. 

School has always been a battleground between 
the popular kids and the geeks. Occasionally, those 
conflicts become nasty or violent and educators 
need tools to protect the victims of bullies and help 
young people navigate potential explosions. 

Using a feminist framework, Elizabeth Meyer, who 
recently began teaching in the Department of 
Education, has identified gender as the source of a 
lot of conflict in schools. “Harassment often is rein- 
forcing traditional expectations of gender behaviour 
and interactions, Meyer said. “It is repeating narrow 
gender norms. 

Last year, Meyer published Gender, Bullying, and 
Harassment: Strategies to End Sexism and 
Homophobia in Schools. The volume outlines three 
different types of gendered behaviours. 

The first is sexual orientation harassment that tar- 
gets gays, lesbians, bisexuals and anyone not per- 
ceived to be heterosexual. McMillen being an obvi- 
ous example. Her desire to wear a tux to the event 
also leads to Meyer’s second type — gender noncon- 
formity harassment. This singles out young people 
who do not present themselves in gender-normative 
ways, regardless of their sexual orientation. The 
third is sexual harassment, whether verbal or physi- 
cal. Meyer also addresses cyber-bullying, a necessary 
nod to the ubiquity, tyranny and power of Facebook 
among adolescents. 

Meyer sees a clear connection to policy as well. 
School bullying has become a focus for school boards 
and parent groups across North America, and that 


attention, and changes in its treatment, has helped to 
reduce incidents. However, she says, even as incidents 
of bullying have dropped, incidents of sexual harass- 
ment and homophobia are on the rise. 

Meyer underscores the importance of addressing 
these issues. “If we don’t name and talk about these 
things, we can’t dismantle them,’ she says, referencing 
Antonio Gramsci’s theory of hegemony, the power of 
that which is kept invisible. 

That power affects educators themselves, who are 
often embarrassed or uncomfortable addressing the 
gendered or sexual element of the conflicts that arise 
amongst their students, or who fear that they them- 
selves will become targeted for addressing homo- 
phobia or gendered harassment in a school setting, 
according to Meyer. 

Her book, based on the doctoral work she com- 
pleted in 2007 after con- 
ducting in-depth inter- 
views with eight teach- 
ers in the U.S. and 
Canada, provides some 
strategies for naming 
and addressing the 
problem. She'll be fol- 
lowing that up with a 
text book, due out in 
April with Springer 
press. 

The text will address 
“the basics for educa- 
tors and youth workers 
who want to teach in a 
more diverse way, ad- 
dressing the range of 
backgrounds, experi- 
ences and sexualities in 
a classroom.” 

Meyer 
worked as a researcher 


previously EF 3 + 


Playing with history 


Elizabeth Meyer makes the unspoken part of pedagogy. 


with the Centre for the Study of Learning and 
Performance, as a new faculty member; she is mak- 
ing connections with others across disciplines. She 
is a fellow at the Simone de Beauvoir Institute and 
will be speaking about her research on March 25 as 
part of the institute's new Feminist Café series. The 
event is from 4:30 to 6:30 in H-535 and will be an 
interactive talk based on current events and ques- 
tions from the audience. 

Meyer continues to blog about these subjects, 
with no lack of examples from the headlines. 
One blog is at Psychology Today (psychology 
today.com/blog/gender-and-schooling) and the other 
at the Paulo and Nita Freire International Project 
for Critical Pedagogy (freireproject.org/blogs/ 


lizimeyer). She also microblogs at twitter.com/ 
lizjmeyer. 
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Graduate conference welcomes sports historian and feminist scholars 


History in the Making, the longest running graduate 
history conference in Canada, drew graduate students, 
historians and members of the academic and sporting 
community for two days of discussion related to the 
history of sport, leisure and games. 

Co-chaired by students Lindsay Pattison and Jessica 
Mills, the 15th edition of HIM included several sessions 
that touched on gender and sexuality. 

Twenty scholars from across Canada, the U.S. and 
Belgium presented their research. 

On the morning of March 6, Pattison presented her 
research into unconventional dress in the sport of 
Ultimate (formerly known as ultimate Frisbee). 

Since first played in 1968, Ultimate quickly gained 
popularity on university campuses across North 
America. Because it's so new, relatively speaking, it dif- 
ferentiates itself from mainstream games in numerous 
ways. 

Men and women play together: a rarity in organized 
sports. Often times, you'll find a carnival-like atmos- 


phere on the field. Some teams play in various states of 
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undress, with the men wearing skirts and other femi- 
nine accessories. 

“Nudity and cross-dressing function well as an artic- 
ulation of difference in Ultimate partly because they 
already carry discursive connotations of non-conform- 
ity; Pattison writes in her essay. 

As for women, “by playing in clothes and decoration 
that sexualize their bodies, while at the same time 
‘playing with the boys; women can be seen to be claim- 
ing their ‘place’ on the field - laying an overtly femi- 
nine claim to a conventionally understood-to-be-mas- 
culine space. 

“Sports is a realm where social inequalities between 
the sexes are still very apparent,’ Pattison said in refer- 
ence to a presentation by Université de Québec a 
Montréal students Christian Hébert and Nicolas 
Dupretz. 

The MA students used sociologist Charles Tilly's 
book Durable Inequality as a starting point for a dis- 
cussion about men’s and womens participation in 
sports, such as how much womens work frees up men 





to be able to play. 

Later in the day, influential scholar Susan K. Cahn 
from the State University of New York at Buffalo deliv- 
ered the keynote address about sexed bodies and gen- 
dered selves. 

She focused on the case of South African track run- 
ner Caster Semenya, whose gender was questioned 
after winning gold at the 2009 world championships in 
Berlin. 

Cahn took her paper in an interesting direction by 
placing her own story front and centre. She explained 
how shed been teased for being athletic and was mis- 
taken for a man and how shes negotiated the some- 
times complicated woman-athlete identity. 

“Her address was quite amazing, gutsy, and person- 
al. At the same time, it was rooted in research and 
scholarship; Pattison said. “Shes such an important 
figure in the field and really helped us cap off a suc- 
cessful conference’ es 

For more about History in the Making, visit himcon- 

ference.ca/. 
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A night of gender interpretation at Art Matters 


Russ COOPER 


Since March I, this year’s Art Matters festival has 
continued at the same passionate pace set by its 
first edition ten years ago; unabashedly non-stop. 

The show Fists and Fables: An Evening of 
Animated Objects, March 10 at Sala Rossa on St. 
Laurent Blvd. was no different, featuring a handful 
of acts with interesting perspectives on gender. 

The toy theatre production from Bekky O'Neil 
was a condensed interpretation of Herculine 
Barbin: Being the Recently Discovered Memoirs of a 
Nineteenth-century French Hermaphrodite, the true 
story/memoirs of Adelade Herculine Barbin, born 
and raised as female who later became male, dying 
as Abel Barbin. 

O'Neil, who graduated last semester with major 
in playwriting, and friends Max Kelly and Jesse Orr 
illustrated the tale using four- to seven-inch paper 
cutouts on a small table-top stage as, “toy theatre 
is able to tell the grandest of tales on the smallest 
of scales,’ O’Neil said, quoting an industry saying. 

“The story didn’t need to be told in my words or 
with actors,’ said O’Neil of the tale she became fas- 
cinated with as a student in English professor Bina 
Freiwald’s ENGL 393/2 Gender and Sexuality in 
Literary Studies last fall. “I feel that especially 
when youre dealing with issues of gender and 
trans and intersex, you don't want to step on peo- 
ple’s toes. It’s not a matter of being politically cor- 
rect, it’s about being honest and truthful to the 
story. 

O'Neil credits the festival as an accessible avenue 
to try new things. 

“The opportunity to include [this story] in Art 
Matters presented itself, and I thought why not 
write a script, make some puppets and see what 
happens, she said. “I think that at Concordia, were 
blessed with having people who are open and 
accepting and willing to listen to somewhat 
unconventional stories.” 

The night's final act, Dances of Domesticity by the 
The Iron Maidens, put an unconventional twist on 
the ordinary. Their object performance was a lively 
foray into exploring the clothes iron and its sym- 
bolism - an act that had four 50s-esque women 
using the iron to smooth the clothes they were 
wearing and to attack each other. 

“It's about the culture of femininity and how 
we're taught the social rules at a very early age, but 
also how we teach ourselves, said theatre and 
development major Leah Silverberg, one of the four 
maidens. 

She and theatre and development majors Rhea 
Nelkan and Hannah Morrow, and theatre and 
music double major Sarah Albu developed the idea 
for the show after Albu noticed a Plateau. window 
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Bekky O'Neil (right) and Max Kelly perform their toy theatre piece Being the Enthralling Story of Herculine Barbarin, 


exploring the tale of a 19th-century hermaphrodite. 


display showing a male 
mannequin holding an 
iron and simultaneously 
holding down a female 
mannequin reclining 
provocatively in a chair. 

“My first reaction was, 
‘that’s ridiculous. But 
then I started thinking 
about the iron as a sym- 
bol of domestic duty and 
also as a weapon, said 
Albu. 

Silverberg states the 
troupe attempts to rep- 
resent, “a juxtaposition 
to show how unde- 
tectable and nebulous 
the ways in which we 
oppress each other are,’ 
said Silverberg. 

“A lot of different emo- 
tions come out from the 
four of us in different 
ways, but all the emo- 
tions come from an hon- 
est place of dealing and 
grappling with these 
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The Iron Maidens punish, preen and clean during Dances of Domesticity, the evening’s final ~ 


performance. 


= 


questions, said Morrow. “If people can recognize 
these emotions in themselves, then that’s what we 
want. 

Art Matters continues until March 19. The clos- 


ing party will be held the last day at the Eastern 
Bloc (7240 Clark) with Un Band, DJ Set-Power of 
Dreams, as well as special secret guests. Free, 
9 p.m. www.artmattersfestival.com 


Nobel laureate Shirin Ebadi headlines women’s week events 
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Shirin Ebadi 


The Alumni Auditorium H-110 was 
packed to the rafters as students gath- 
ered on March 10 for a chance to hear 
Nobel laureate and human rights 
lawyer Shirin Ebadi speak. 

“The women’s movement will suc- 
ceed, and they will be the carriers of 
democracy in our society,’ she said. 

Ebadi’s lecture “Women, Peace and 


- Iran” was one of many activities organ- 


ized by the Concordia Student Union 
and the CSU Women’s Caucus to cele- 
brate women’s week, March 8 to 12. 

At the 78/100 bake sales held down- 


town and at Loyola, cupcakes, vagina- 
shaped cookies and brownies were 
sold for $0.78 to women and $1 to men 
in order to highlight the wage disparity 
between the sexes. 

Some students who self-identified as 
gender neutral paid 90 cents for their 
sweets. 

The Women’s Caucus, recently 
revived by Arts and _ Science 
Federation of Associations President 
Leah Del Vecchio, is composed of CSU 
councillors and is open to club execu- 
tives as well. Women’s week was their 


first major event. 

Also on the roster: a workshop about 
healthy sexual practices, a screening of 
the film The Greatest Silence: Rape in 
the Congo, and a book reading by 
Concordia grad Clair Holden Rothman, 
the celebrated author of The Heart 
Specialist. A production of the Vagina 
Monologues will be presented March 20 
and 21 at 7 p.m. in the DB Clarke 


Theatre. = 
For more images, see cjour- 

nal,concordia.ca. Visit www.csu.qc.ca 

for more about the events. 
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major Léa Woodbury has already been to India on _ 
_ her own. She backpacked around, saw v the sents and 
_ negotiated for a rickshaw. | 
“I was mentally prepared to go back But arriving | 
_at the airport in Delhi still hits ro) like a ton of 


_ bricks! Woodbury said. 

For two weeks this semester, Woodbury and 15 
~ other students from various departments oer 
enced the South Asian country in a new way. 

Narrating Women’s Lives: India and Canada i is an 


intensive three-credit course from the Simone de | 


Beauvoir Institute in which students attended semi- 
nars, lectures, performances and creative writing 
workshops at the University of Delhi. 

Assistant professor Rachel Berger from history 
and associate professor Chantal Maillé from the 
SdBI supervised the course, which offered ‘a live 
experience and understanding of varied dimensions 
of women and their lives across class, caste and cul- 
ture” with comparisons between India and Canada. 

Minoti Chaterjee, principal of Kamala Nehru 
College and her colleagues at the University of Delhi 
invited top academics to speak, whom Woodbury 
referred to as “the cream of the crop: | 

“Hearing about history and experiences from 
women on the front lines of the movement was 
exceptional, Berger said. “Sitting at home and read- 
ing about it is not the same as meeting the women 
who made it happen.’ 

During their down time, they visited the first 
school for women in Old Delhi. They travelled to 
Agra to see the Taj Mahal and to Jaipur, known as the 
pink city for its rose-coloured buildings. 

“I've never seen a group of students who were so 


careful about what travelling means. They were very 





From left, students Meghan Whyte, Stephanie Latella, Emily Cordeaux, Anne Dagenais, Ariadne Woodward, Natalie 


conscientious about how they approached the city 
and the people they met,’ Berger said. 

Students were evaluated based on their atten- 
dance and participation plus a report, presentation, 
and post-India research project. 

“It was really empowering. It pushed me to ask 
questions about myself; Woodbury said, reflecting 
on her time there. “As funny as it may sound, I 
learned that I know things. It allowed me to find my 
voice in the classroom. I realized that that I have 
things to say and they're valid’ 

The organizers are grateful to William Cheaib, 


_Hagn, Julie Matson, Jesara Sinclair visit the Taj Mahal in Agra, india, during their weekend off. 


director of Concordia International, and Liselyn 
Adams, Associate Vice-President International 
Affairs, for their instrumental work organizing the 
exchange, in addition to Bina Freiwald, Jill Didur, 
Anjana Srivastava, Geetesh Nirmal, Namita Paul, 
Malashri Lal and Sukrit Pal Kumar. 

A 10-week summer program is in the works offer- 
ing a full semester worth of classes drawn from vari- 
ous departments at the Vivekananda Institute for 
India Studies in the southern city of Mysore. The pro- 
gram, offered in conjunction with Mount Allison 
University, should be ready by 2011. 


Second annual Women in Business conference 


The John Molson Women in Business Club (WIBC) 
hosted the second annual Women in Business confer- 
ence, March 5 in the MB Building. 

e As with last year, the conference offered a valuable 
opportunity to connect members of the business 
community with students, staff and alumni. This 
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year's theme was, What's in YOUR ‘Make-up’ Bag?, a 
motif that examined the elements making a success- 
ful female leader. 

“In today’s business environment, there isn't a set of 
rules to follow to be successful,’ said Mirella Mokbel, 
2009-10 WIBC president. “It’s passion, courage and 





Participants gather in the MB ; Building | to watch and learn from the guest speakers’ at the second Women in Business 
Conference, March 5. 
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drive that leads you to achieve’ 

The conference's speakers included author and 
executive development coach Lynn Harris; Director, 
Communications and Corporate Social Responsibility 
of womens wear company Jacob, Cristelle Basmaji; 
Analyst for RSM Richter, Anjelika Bykadorova; 
Director HR Operations for Groupe Dynamite, 
Micheline Sebbag; and CEO of Montreal's Queen 
Elizabeth Health Complex, Irene Tschernomor. 

“I received great feedback from students, staff and 
women from the business community as well as from 
the speakers. I'm very proud of my team for organiz- 
ing such a high caliber event, says Mokbel. “What 
more can J ask for? It’s so satisfying. 

While the conference was directed at future female 
leaders, organizers decided to open it to men as well. 
Roughly 15 males were present among the confer- 
ences 90 participants. 

“Whatever the speakers said, we felt it would be 
universal and useful whether the attendee was a 
woman or a man, said Mokbel. 

The WIBC also offers a mentoring program to 
match each graduate club member with a top-level 
female business executive from a Montreal enterprise. 
So far this year, the club has paired 21 students with 
executives. 
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Gala honours green leaders 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 
There's been an explosion of actions related 
to sustainability on campus, said 
Sustainability Coordinator Jenn Davis at a 
cocktail party to salute students, staff, fac- 
ulty and community members who are 
making waves at Concordia. 

Vice-President Services, Michael Di 
Grappa passed along President Judith 
Woodsworth’s best wishes to the 
Sustainability Champions. 

“Concordia’s sustainable efforts came 
from the bottom up, he said, noting it was 
active students who convinced the univer- 
sity to take action. “It is often the many 
small gestures that end up making a differ- 
ence, he added. 

Undergraduate career advisor Shelly 
Elsliger from the John Molson School of 
Business was chosen for her contributions 
to the John Molson Sustainable Business 
Group (JSG) and the David O'Brien Centre 
for Sustainable Business and for “always 
educating those around her in making 
small changes for a better world’ 

Design and computation arts assistant 
professor Joanna Berzowska was one of sev- 
eral people to nominate pk langshaw, who 
has been encouraging others to reduce their 
environmental impact for 20 years and 
incorporats sustainability into her course 
curriculum (see Journal, Feb. 11, 2010). 

Concordia alumnus Ezra Winton and 
media studies graduate student Svetla 
Turnin shared the award for their “uncom- 
promising integrity and pagsion’ for 
Cinema Politica, a worldwide network of 





Some of the evening’s honorees: From left, Shelly Elsliger, Arlene Throness, Jessica Sypher, 
Ezra Winton, Svetla Turnin, Cameron Stiff, Kelly Laidlaw receive their certificates at the 
award ceremony for Sustainability Champions. 


political film screenings (see Journal, May 7, 
2009 and p. 12). 

Greenhouse volunteer Jeff Riley, who was 
honoured last year: at a Sustainable 
Concordia Gala, presented Greenhouse 
Coordinator Arlene Throness with her 
prize. “As you can see, she has impacted a 
lot of people at this school in a short time, 
he said to her loudly cheering fans. 

Pat Pietromonaco from Facilities 
Management was praised for his willing- 
ness to try new ideas. “He starts conver- 
sations with an open mind,’ said consult- 
ant Sue Magor from the Office of the 
Vice-President, Services. 

Arlene Zimmerman from mechanical 
and industrial engineering presented cer- 


tificates to ENCS professors Bernice 
Goldsmith and Hugh J. McQueen who have 
been teaching courses on sustainability 
since 1971 and 1981 respectively. 

“They walked the walk and talked the 
talk” Zimmerman and colleague Carol 
Williams wrote in their nomination letter. 

MBA student Rina Albala, president of 
the JSG, spoke highly of her fellow executive 
Kelly Laidlaw, who worked diligently to 
ensure that the MBA International Case 
Competition was a green event. 

“She took her responsibilities beyond my 
wildest expectations. Kelly has become my 
reference for sustainability, Albala said. 

Management assistant professor 
Raymond Paquin (see Journal Feb. 2, 2009) 
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was recognized for creating a new sustain- 
able strategy MBA course and revamping 
an undergraduate course in business and 
environment, which his students have 
called “the best [courses] they have taken.’ 

Jessica Sypher has worked hard as VP 
Sustainability of the Loyola International 
College Student Association to make the 
fifth floor of the AD Building greener. She 
started a composting facility and was a key 
player in the organization of the 
International Concordia-Siena Conference 
on Globalization, which takes place on 
March 19 (see lic.concordia.ca/globalization 
conference/ for details). 

Members of the Sustainable Concordia 
board of directors conspired to nominate 
their fellow board member Cameron Stiff, 
who has worked with the Sierra Youth 
Coalition, Challenge Your World (see 
Journal, Nov. 12, 2009) and Greening 
Duluth. 

“His mind goes in so many different 
directions. He's a genius, Jenn Davis said as 
she handed out the last award of the 
evening. 

Paul Shrivastava wrapped up the event 
with a few thoughts on the university's 
future. 

“Concordia can be a leader, he said. 
“It’s time for action. We need to become 
change agents and emulate the footsteps 
of the Sustainability Champions’ 

_The evening’s first recipient, acknowl- 
edged for her coordination efforts in green- 
ing University Communication Services, 
was the extremely surprised, and worthy, 
Anna Sarkissian. -KH 





Third place win at franco communication games 


Russ COOPER 


Anyone whos seen the video Push Tes 
Limites prepared last fall by the Concordia 
delegation for les Jeux franco-canadiens de 
la communication knew this year would 
be a bit different. 

‘A bit different’ might be a bit of an 
understatement. Have a __ look: 
tinyurl.com/ConUcommgames2010. 

For those not immediately in front of a 
computer (or perhaps a bit frightened to 
watch), the video features fluorescent-clad 
innuendo-laden communication students 
shaking their things to a remake of Salt-N- 
Pepa’s 1987 Push It. Posted on YouTube in 
November to spark a buzz, co-president of 
Concordia’s 33-member team Charles 
DAmboise said the strangely captivating 
(and rather cheeky) video sent the message 
“Concordia is back.’ 

It worked. The team brought back a 
third place win from the competitions 
fourteenth edition March 3 to 7 in 
Moncton, New Brunswick. 

The bronze finish marked a major 
improvement for Concordia; the highest 
place finish in their five previous appear- 
ances at the contest was second to last. 

“This year, we were able to show what 


we really are. This proves that our students 
are able to succeed in a bilingual environ- 
ment, says the communication studies 
student, DAmboise. 

Université de Québec 4 Montréal placed 
first, ahead of Université Laval in second. 

The annual competition hosts teams of 
communication and journalism students 
from primarily francophone universities 
(most in Quebec, but also the bilingual 
universities of Ottawa and Moncton) to 
prepare them for the rigours and stress of 
the media industry. 

Generally 35 per delegation, there can be 
up to six students per team battling in 13 
different sub-competitions such as news- 
cast, journalistic writing, public relations 
and publicity. They're given details of a sit- 
uation, a short time to prepare, and must 
perform on the spot to the best of their 
abilities. For example, the interviewing 
contest saw DAmboise served notice that 
he was to interview Francois Avard, the 
creator of the Radio-Canada sitcom Les 
Bougon with three hours preparation — in 
front of 400 spectators with several indus- 
try professionals serving as judges. 
DAmboise took third place. 

And he wasn't the only Concordian to 
reach the podium. First-year journalism 


student Hugo Pilon-Larose won a gold 
medal in debate and a silver medal as part 
of the TV newscast team. 

The strong performance wasnt a fluke, 
said a proud DAmboise. “We started organ- 
izing in June and formed our delegation in 
October. Every Sunday since, the team got 
together to practice.” They even enlisted 
the help of professionals to prepare; in his 
spare time. DAmboise interviewed 
Olympic-medalist diver Alexandre 
Despatie to practice his skills interviewing 
prominent figures. 

Youann Blouin, co-president of this year's 





Concordia’s Jeux franco-canadiens de la 
third place win. 





communication 2010 delegation celebrate their 


games and four-time competitor for UdeM, 
wasn't surprised by the improvement. 

“I could see they did the work to get 
there. I think they said, ‘let's prove that 
we can win,” said Blouin. “They decided 
not to be spectators, but to be leaders 
this year.’ 

As for next year, DAmboise (who will 
serve as co-president again in 2010-11) 
wants to go with the momentum and 
continue to push it. “We're going for the 
gold next year, he says. 

Visit www jeuxdela.com or www,jdlc-con- 
cordia.com for more. 
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Glory days at 2010 Paralympic Games 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 
Luca “Lazylegz” Patuelli slid 
across the stage and started 
doing pushups with his legs 
raised high in the air as the 60 000 
people in attendance watched in 
amazement. 

For those who find pushups 
challenging with feet firmly on 
the ground, his movements 
defied gravity and logic. 

' The 25-year old marketing 
graduate performed last Friday at 
the opening ceremonies for the 
2010 Paralympic Games in 
Vancouver and now has every- 
body talking. 

“My dreams are coming true,’ 
he said, still unable to digest the 
experience. “It was life-changing. 

Patuelli was born with arthro- 
gyrposis, a muscle disorder that 
limits motion in the joints. He 
started using crutches at the age 
of three. By eight, he developed 
scoliosis. He's had 16 operations 
on his legs and spine. 

As a toddler, Patuelli started 
doing pushups with his legs up 
just like the ones he performed at 
BC Place Stadium. It was never 
meant to be a breakdance move. 

“Once | integrated it into danc- 
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Vancouverite Kent Loftsguard,‘a long-time fan of Concordia alumnus Luca “Lazylegz” Patuelli (seen above), contact- 
ed the organizers of the Paralympic Games and recommended Patuelli as a performer for the opening ceremonies. 


ing, people freaked out, he said. 
He stuck with it, developed his 
skills and the rest is history. 

In the past few years, he 
appeared on America’s Got Talent, 
NBC’s Today Show and Much- 
Music, to name a few. Just last 


week the Canadian Press picked 
up his story and dispatched it 
across the country. 

The attention is not going to 
his head though. Patuelli is an all- 
around nice guy who shares his 
message internationally as a 


motivational speaker. 

“J didn’t grow up thinking I had 
a disability. It never came across 
to me that I was limited in any 
sense, he said. “I'm only disabled 
if I let myself think I’m disabled’ 


While the opening ceremonies 
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were his time to shine, he’s not 
the only Concordian participat- 
ing in the games. Skier Arly 
Fogarty is representing Canada in 
four events, the slalom, giant 
slalom, super-g (super giant 
slalom) and super combined. 

She put her degree in interna- 
tional business on hold in 2004 to 
try out for the paralympic team 
for Torino — she plans to resume 
taking classes soon. 

Her time away from university 
was put to good use; shes been 
traveling the world and compet- 
ing. Speed events are not for the 
faint of heart and Fogarty races 
without poles. Holt-Oram syn- 
drome, a congenital birth defect, 
affects her heart and her arms. 

At the 2006 Paralympic Games, 
she placed 10th and 11th in the 
super-g and downhill events 
respectively. She joined the 
International Paralympic 
Committee World Cup Tour, 

placing fourth in the giant slalom 
in Canada, the United States, and 
Korea and third in Austria. 

Catch a YouTube clip of 

Lazylegz in all his glory at 


tinyurl.com/lazylegz. Follow 
Fogarty's progress at 
tinyurl.com/arlyfogarty. 





- Who doesn’t have a crush on Troitsky? 


The crowd goes wild for the Crusher at the 26th annual Bridge Building Competition 


Russ COOPER 


Why spend hours building 
something knowing full well it 
will be demolished in fantastic 
fashion a short while later? 
Either youre a bit crazy or its the 
Troitsky Bridge Building 
Competition. 

More than just a fun way to 
smash things, the competition 
has built a reputation among 
engineering students nation- 
wide as a fun, engaging and chal- 
lenging way to test their mettle. 

Now in its 26th year the com- 
petition welcomed 155 competi- 
tors in 30 teams from 11 univer- 
sities to Concordia on March 5 
to build their model bridges 
from popsicle sticks and glue. 
And each participant watched as 
their creations faced the nefari- 
ous Crusher, a machine 
designed to apply pressure until 
the structures buckle into a heap 
of rubble. 

An impressive ultimate load 
carrying capatity of a bridge 
doesn’t necessarily equal success 
at the competition. Along with 
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Concordia’s Trotskyites (left to right) Richard Claro, Alex Payne, Murray 


Pearson and Noah Saber-Freedman. 


its carrying capacity, every 
bridge is judged on a series of six 
attributes including aesthetics 
and structural efficiency. Teams 
can also incur penalties, such as 
failing to meet geometrical 
restrictions, which ultimately 
affect their final score. 

This year, The League of 
Extraordinary Gentlemen, one 
of six teams from McMaster 
University, took first place with a 


structure carrying a load of 2 733 
kg and scoring 92.49 out of 100. 

Université de Québec a 
Chicoutimi team Bridge Jet fin- 
ished second by supporting 914 
kg with a final score of 81.66. 

The University of Calgary 
team Snow Loads rounded out 
the top three, withstanding 
2 119 kg before crumpling under 
the Crusher, finishing with 81.33 
points. 
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The Troitskyites, Concordias 
only entry made up of Richard 
Claro, Murray Pearson, Alex 
Payne and Noah _ Saber- 
Freedman, gave it a valiant 
effort, only to finish in 21st posi- 
tion. 

The League's win upset the 
reigning champs from Cégep de 
Chicoutimi, the winner of the 
past five Troitsky competitions. 
However, the Cégep didn't tech- 
nically have a team in this year's 


competition; team members’ 


representing the Cégep had 
graduated to UQAC’s Bridge Jet 
team. — 

This year’s judges were Andy 

Woo from Jacques Cartier and 
Champlain Bridges Inc., Pierre- 
Albert Jean from Construction 
Albert Jean Ltd., and Richard 
Veradi from Group Canvar Inc. 
Jean and Veradi are ENCS alum- 
ni. 
This marked the first year the 
Concordia University Building 
Engineers Society (CUBES) 
organized the event. 

Fourth-year building engi- 
neering student Chris Maloney, 


who serves on the CUBES execu- 
tive committee, said that despite 
a bit of a rocky start, the event 
was a fantastic experience. 

“It was a really good atmos- 
phere. And I have to say the 
University of Carleton, who sent 
six teams, brought a lot of enthu- 
siasm, he said. 

Maloney laughs about a 
Vermont Technical ' College 
team, who requested the Star 
Spangled Banner be played as 
their bridge faced the crusher. 
“It was funny because the crush- 
ing of the bridge coincided with 
the music beautifully. Right at 
the climax of the song, the 
bridge fell apart,’ said Maloney. 
“Subsequently, the whole crowd 
got up and sang O Canada. It 
was great, he says. 

This also marked the first time 
the competition was held in the 
EV (the construction stage) and 
MB Building (the crushing 
phase). “The exposure was 
amazing [in the EV]. There was 
enough space for people to work 
and let people pass by and 
observe, said Maloney. 
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All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise indicated. 


THURS., MARCH I[8 
ge University of the Streets Café 


Café Scientifique: How can we reduce the risk and impact of 
asthma and COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease)? Free but donations are appreciated. 

New Hope Senior Citizens Centre, 6225 Godfrey Ave. | 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. | univcafe.concordia.ca 


FRI., MARCH [9 


ge Health Communication Workshop 


The departments of Journalism and Exercise Science host this 
second edition of the Health Communication Workshop under 
the theme of Politics of Health Information: Reflections on a 
Pandemic. The free, day-long workshop includes presenta- 
tions from experts from the media and the government talking 
about their roles during HIN] flu pandemic. Space is limited, 
registration is strongly recommended. 

Loyola Campus | 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. | hjw0.concordia.ca 


@® “Taking the Green Leap” in 
sustainable business 


Stuart Hart (Johnson School of Management, Cornell 
University) will discuss “Taking the Green Leap” as guest of 
the the David O'Brien Centre for Sustainable Enterprise 


Speaker Series. 
SMB 6260 | 2to 330 pm. | jmsb.concordia.ca/sustainable 


& international Concordia-Siena 


Conference on Globalization 

international College hosts this fifth anniversary edi- 
thon 1 of the Cisse: Steak conference that will focus on 
NAFTA. 
L-SP S110 | 3to 7:30 p.m. | lic.concordia.ca 


ONGOING - UNTIL MARCH 2! 


© Ghost Accoustics at FOFA 

Formed from the constructive interference within the prac- 
thoes of three Montréai-based artists, this exhibition features 
coultiple works each marked by a spatial shifting of cause 
and effect, of sender and receiver, and each with the ability 
to travel through wails. 

FOFA Gallery, S-EV 1.715 | fofagallery.concordia.ca 


TUES., MARCH 23 


& Panel discussion on labour 

The School of Commumity and Public Affairs will host a panel 
discussion entitled “Just Labour: The Restructuring of Work 
and Labour in the New Economy: Speakers will include repre- 
sentatives af the CSN, the Regroupement des Jeunes Chambres 
du Commerce du Quebec, and Au bas de l'Echelle. 

S-SB | 6 p.m. 


WED., MARCH 24 


F University of the Streets Café 


“Towards a culture of learning: How can we foster learning 
throughout our lives?” Donations are welcome. 
Arts Café, 201 Fairmount St. W. | 7 to9 p.m. | univcafe.org 


© Jazz Scholarship Laureate Concert 


Features Joshua Dodds, winner of the 2009 Dr. Oscar 
Peterson Jazz Scholarship, and friends. 

Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | 8 p.m. | oscar.concordia.ca | 
Tickets $5 at the door only, free for students with valid ID. 


THURS., MARCH 25 


@ Political Theory Speaker Series 


Coordinated by Travis Smith and sponsored by the Political 
Science Student Association, the next lecture in the series is 
“A nexus with religion? Two concepts of religious liberty in 
theory and law,’ presented by Victor M. Muiiiz-Fraticelli of 
McGill University. 

S-H 1220 | 4 to6 p.m. 








ae Ephemeral City: forum on public space 
IRHA (l'Institut de recherche en histoire de larchitecture) is 
a non-profit research network of which Concordia is a part. 
Under the theme of Ephemeral City, they are holding a forum 
on public space. 

Shaughnessy House, Canadian Centre for Architecture, 1920 
Baile Rd. | 6 to 8 p.m. | ephemeralcity.org 


@® CISSC Visiting Speakers Series 


Iain Kerr and Petia Morozov of the Spurse Collective will give 
a lecture titled, “I Forget Therefore I Care: Experiments With 
Agency Across Naturecultures.’ 

S-H 767 | 7 p.m | cissc.concordia.ca 


@®. Lecture on the periodic table 

The Science College public lecture series will feature Eric 
Scerri (uCalifornia) to deliver a lecture titled, “A true icon of 
science: The periodic table, its story and its significance.’ 
Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | 8 p.m. | ext. 2595 


FRI., MARCH 26 


CQ Entrepreneurship and Microfinance 


The JMSB Senior Research Chair in Management Michael 
Carney has invited Philip Phan (Carey Business School, 
Johns Hopkins University) to deliver a lecture on research in 
microfinance, entrepreneurship and economic development 
spanning a 10-year period between 1998 and 2008. Phan will 
also attend an informal session with interested students and 
faculty members afterwards. 

S-MB 15.254 | 10 a.m. to noon | johnmolson.concordia.ca 


® & Artist Talk with Karen Sherman 


As part of Edgy Women, and in collaboration with CISSC, 
Sherman will speak in the Sense Lab before her performance 
in En On at Tangente with Yumiko Yoshioka and Lise Vignault. 
S-EV 11.655 | 3 to 4:30 p.m. | www.edgywomen.ca/en/calendar 
@® The future of Hellenism lecture 

The Hellenic Studies Unit welcomes Aristotle Michopoulos 
from the Hellenic College, Mass., to deliver a lecture on “The 
Future of Hellenism in a Global Age.” A wine and cheese 


reception will follow. 
S-H 767 |7 p.m. | hellenicstudies.concordia.ca 


& Chamber music concert 

Performances of new works by students for clarinet, French 
horn, cello, percussion, and piano. Directed by Rosemary 
Mountain. 

Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | 8 p.m. | oscar.concordia.ca | 
Tickets $5 at the door only, free for students with valid ID. 


FRI., MARCH 26 AND SAT., MARCH 27 


gr L’envoiitement : Principes du 


processus figural 

This multidisciplinary colloquium held by Thinking the 
Theory/Penser la théorie reading group will bring together 
professors from more than five universities. 

S-LB 619 | penserlatheorie.nigeba.net/actualites.html 


SAT., MARCH 27 


<9) © Creative Arts Therapies fair & 


film festival 

Gome see how music, visual arts, drama and dance are used 
for therapeutic, preventative and rehabilitation purposes. 
Professionals and members of industry organizations and 
training institutions will be present to answer questions. 
Film viewings begin at 12:30 p.m. 

S-EV Lobby and 1.615 | 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
finearts.concordia.ca/newsandevents/ 


ONGOING - UNTIL MARCH 28 
© Edgy Women Festival 


Presented by Studio 303, the Edgy Women Festival explores | 


the complexity of contemporary feminism, through fun, 
experimental, and community-building artistic events. 
Studio 303, 372 Ste-Catherine St. W. | www.edgywomen.ca/en 


SUN., MARCH 28 


© Chamber orchestra — Les Archets 


Galants 


Orchestra conducted Héléne Gagné. Concert of chamber 
music featuring piano concertos by Bach, Mozart, and 
Chopin, performed by students of Gregory Chaverdian. 
Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | 8 p.m. | oscar.concordia.ca | 
Tickets $5 at the door only, free for students with valid ID. 


MON., MARCH 29 


| gr University of the Streets Café 


“The 100 Mile Diet: Is growing food in the city the answer?” 
Pucapuca, 5400 St-Laurent Blvd. | 7 to 9 p.m. | univcafe.org 


MON., MARCH 29 TO WED., MARCH 31 


gy Conference on the works of Friedrich 


Nietzsche 

“Becoming Loyal to the Earth: Nietzsche's Teaching as a 
Therapy for Political Culture” is a three-day conference on 
the works of Friedrich Nietzsche organized by the Political 
Science Students’ Association and the Philosophy 
Students’ Association, with support from the departments 
of Political Science and Philosophy, the Faculty of Arts and 
Science and ASFA. 

politicalscience.concordia.ca 

Registration required before 5 p.m., March 25: 


internal. pssa@gmail.com. 
WED., MARCH 3! 


ge University of the Streets Café 


“Metaphors for Change: How does learning to know our- 
selves better help us to live fulfilled lives?” 
Le Cagibi, 5490 St-Laurent Blvd. | 7 to9 p.m. | univcafe.org 


© Jazz Faculty Ensembles 


Come hear music professors perform some great }azz. 

Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | 8 p.m. | oscarconcordia.ca | 
Admission is $15, $5 for students and seniors (services charges 
applicable), free for Concordia students with valid ID. 


ONGOING - UNTIL APRIL 9 
© Dans te métro 


Rochelle Mayer’s exhibit Dans le métro explores common 
sights while riding public transit in Montreal. 

Elgar Community Centre, 260 Elgar St. 
rochellemayer.blogspot.com 


ONGOING —- UNTIL APRIL [7 


© Magnetic Norths 


Charles Stankievech explores the shifting phenomenon of 
magnetic north and the shadowy realm of the Arctic in this 
exhibit. 

Ellen Gallery, S-LB 165 | ellengallery.concordia.ca 


<9) Fellowships and Awards up for grabs 


The Concordia Institute for Canadian Jewish Studies is offer- 
ing a number of fellowships and awards to students in 
Jewish Studies. Deadline to apply is April 30. 
www.concordia.ca/jchair 
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Stinger Dome ribbon cutting ceremony 


At a ceremony on March 16, 
Concordia was proud to cut the 
ribbon to officially open the 
Stinger Dome, located on the 
Loyola campus. 

Among those taking part in 
the ceremony were President 
Judith Woodsworth,  Vice- 
President Services Michael Di 
Grappa and cabinet chair for 
the recreation and athletics 
campaign, Richard W. Pound 
(SGW BA 63). 

Since opening its doors for 
general use in January, the 
facility has been buzzing with 
activity. Many teams, including 
the baseball team have been 
carrying out practices in the 
facility while others, such as 
women’s hockey, have been 
using it for physical condition- 
ing. 

As well, members of the com- 
munity have been renting it out 
for their own use including 
Rugby Quebec and the N.D.G., 
Lakeshore, and Outremont soc- 
cer clubs. 
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Richard W. Pound. 


“We've had people come in to 
play Ultimate flag football, soc- 
cer, rugby... it's been really 


exciting for students as well as 
the greater Montreal communi- 
ty, said Director of Recreation 
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(Left to right) Director, Recreation and Athletics Katie Sheahan; Vice-President, Services Michael Di Grappa; CSU 
Sustainability VP Alex Oster; President Judith Woodsworth; cabinet chair for the recreation and athletics campaign 


and Athletics Katie Sheahan. 
Sheahan says this first season 
of operation is serving as an 
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opportunity to test the facility 
and find new ways to maximize 
the usage of the 126m x 55m 
artificial turf field. 

“It’s extremely versatile, said 
Sheahan. “We can divide the 
playing surface into four fields 
with the use of mesh curtains, 
allowing us to easily accommo- 
date four distinct activities at 
one time.’ 

Everything has run remark- 
ably smoothly thus far, said 
Sheahan, and she and the dome 
crew are discovering new ways 
to make day-to-day operations 
even smoother. 

“For example, if heavy equip- 
ment needs to be moved into 
place as one group leaves and 
another is expecting to play on 
the field, our operations need 
to work like clockwork.’ 

The inflated dome will come 
down April 30 and will be rein- 
stalled at the end of October. 

For rental information, visit 
athletics.concordia.ca/stinger 
dome.html. 


Canada’s changing society captured on film 


KAREN HERLAND 


For 13 years in the middle of the 
last century, the National Film 
Board funded a special program 
support to documentaries in- 
tended to spark social change in 
Canadian communities as well 
as reflect our multicultural, mul- 
tilingual, regional, social and 
economic diversity. 

An impressive volume dedi- 
cated to presenting and contex- 
tualizing the NFB’s Challenge for 
Change program has just been 
published. Cinema professor 
Tom Waugh, who holds the 
Concordia Research Chair in 
Documentary Film and in 
Sexual Representation, worked 
over three years with part-time 
faculty member Michael 
Brendan Baker and Ezra Winton 
(MA 08), who started Cinema 
Politica at Concordia, to prepare 
the book. 

The three editors hosted a 
book launch and reception for 
Challenge for Change: Activist 
Documentary at the National 
Film Board of Canada on March 
6. The event’s guest of honour 
was 93-year-old George Stoney, 
who started making docs at the 
NFB in the 1950s, directed 
Challenge for Change in its early 
years, and who _ eventually 


moved back to the US. 
Currently a professor at New 
York University, he is considered 
one of the fathers of public 
access television. 

The Challenge for Change/ 
Société nouvelle program united 
bureaucrats, filmmakers and cit- 
izens in a collective project to 
use “film to faithfully portray 
issues facing Canadians, said 
Deborah Drisdell, the NFB's 
director general of accessibility 
and digital enterprises at the 
launch. 

“That didn’t really happen 
before.” The 200 films produced 
by a group of gifted artists and 
activists between 1967 and 1980 
document local conflicts and 
provided support and tools for 
others facing similar struggles 
across the country. 

Also on hand were several 
other participants in the pro- 
gram, many of whom intro- 
duced clips of their work to the 
audience in the De Seve Cinema. 
“I was pleased that so many 
filmmakers were there. It was a 
reunion for many, said Waugh. 

The clips included You are on 
Indian Land, in which members 
of the Akwesasne reserve staged 
a demonstration to protest how 
the imposition of borders 
through their territory split fam- 


ilies into Quebecois and 
Ontarians, not to mention 
Canadians and Americans. 
Residents were left in the absurd 
position of being forced to pay 
duty to bring home groceries. 
The 1969 film featured protest 
organizer Mike Mitchell, now 
Akwesasne Grand Chief, who 
also attended the screening. 

Challenge for Change rede- 
fined the practice of documen- 
tary film making while chroni- 
cling the struggles of working- 
class, rural and otherwise disen- 
franchised communities. 
Dorothy Todd Hénaut recalled 
efforts to get cameras into the 
hands of residents of a poor, 
urban neighbourhood. That 
project was documented in VTR 
St. Jacques. Although the tech- 
nology looks laughably cumber- 
some today, the project, involv- 
ing Hénaut and _ colleague 
Bonnie Sherr Klein, was an 
important moment in docu- 
mentary filmmaking. “We want- 
ed to cut out the middle man 
and put video in the hands of the 
people who were organizing, 
said Hénault. 

The book’s introduction is a 
conversation between Winton 
and second-generation docu- 
mentarist and author, Naomi 
Klein. Klein's mother, Bonnie, 


brought her along to shoots and 
screenings. As an adult Naomi 
wrote the 2004 documentary 
The Take. Also present were pio- 
neering filmmaker Colin Low 
and part-time faculty member 
Martin Duckworth whose 
Challenge for Change films are 
addressed in one of the book's 
chapters. 

The lavishly illustrated book, 
published by McGill-Queen’s 
University Press, features the 
filmmakers’ personal reminis- 
cences, opportunities for them 


to reflect on their own and each 
others’ work along with chapters 
contributed by established and 
emerging culture scholars. 
“There are 40 chapters in the 
book and it could have been 
twice as long, remarked Waugh. 
The volume also contains a full 
filmography of the titles pro- 
duced through the program. 
Those who want to see some 
of the films discussed are 
encouraged to visit www.nfb.ca 
where many of the films are 


. available for online viewing. 





After a clip of his film, Up Against the System, was shown, Terence 
Macartney-Filgate, one of the documentary filmmakers invited to the 
launch, put down his camera long enough to say, “I’m 85 years old and 
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my motto is ‘keep shooting’. 
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